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REVIEW 


OF THE 


Weſtminſter Election. 


— — 


HE following Pages treat of 
an Event as important, as the 
Preſervation of Liberty and 

the Conſtitution can make 

any Subject to a free People. 

| In political Altercations, the 
Difference commonly lies in Principles, and 
not in Facts; but whatever is advanced in 
the following Pages, is reſted upon Facts 

- undeniable in themſelves, acted in the Face 
of the World, and tending not only to abo- 

liſh the Spirit, but even the very Forms of 

the Britiſb Conſtitution. 
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This is a Conſideration that makes tlie 


Peruſal of what is advanced here, worthy 
the Attention of every Subject who has the 
ſmalleſt Proportion either of Liberty or 
Property remaining; for tho” it requires a 
greater Degree of Penetration, to judge how 
far the Spirit and Effentials of Free Go- 
vernment may be affected by the ſilent Ap- 
proaches of Corrupting or Controuling 
Power, yet the meaneſt Capacity is Judge 
how far the Forms of Government exiſt: 
He is a Judge, whether he himſelf was or 
was not under the Influence of Fear and 
Terror during the Time of the Election, and 
whether the Form of an Election was ob- 
ſerv'd by going fairly thro' the Poll. If he 
himſelf was under ſuch Influence, he can 
eaſily judge that others were in the ſame $1- 
tuation; that therefore the Election could not 
be ſaid to be free, nor himſelf fairly repre- 
ſented in Parliament. From this he will and 
ought to conclude, that the Members 
choſen to repreſent him, were not choſen 


by himſelf; and that therefore he is de- 


prived of his moſt valuable Birthright, by a 
Proceeding that has no Regard to Decency, 


nor even to that Form of Election to which 


former Miniſters always paid ſome Regard, 
however they might afterwards pervert it 
to deſeat the Ends of Government. But 
there is this remarkable Difference betwixt 


former 


C2). 
former Attempts to ſubvert the Conſtitu 
tion, and thoſe we now complain of, that 
the former were commonly by corrupting 
the Elected ; but this was by Ry 
the EleQtors. 

Theſe are the ohlyi two Methods by 
which a Parliament can be render'd depen- 
dent: Both are deteſtable ; but of the two, 
the latter gives by far the moſt 3 irrecover- 
able Blow to Liberty, by deſtoying not on- 


ly the Eſſentials, but the very Forms of the 


Conſtitution. 

A Parliament may be render d dependent 
by Corruption; but it is poſſible that the 
Infection may not be able to reach their 
Conſtituents: And there is ſtill Hopes, 
that they may with their Virtue retain 
Courage and Spirit enough to put a Brand 
upon thoſe who betray'd them, in ſuch a 
Manner, that a ſucceeding Parliament may 
revert to the firſt Principles of the Conſti- 
tution : Beſides, there is ſtill ſome Hopes, 
when a Government is under the Neceſſity 
of applying Corruption, becauſe it is a 
ſhrewd Indication, that it is not Rtrong 
enough to apply Force. 

The next Method, I obſerved, by which 
a People may loſe their Liberties, is by over- 
awing the Electors. 

No Government will ever apply Force 
to he: rainy the Liberties of a People, but in 

| A " one 


= 
one of theſe two Caſes, either where it con- 
ceives itſelf to be ſo ſtrong as to be no longer 
under a Neceſſity of regarding Forms, or 
when an inglorious Management long con- 
tinued, forces the Managers into deſperate 
Meaſures. I he firſt of theſe Caſes happens 

but ſeldom, and not before the People by 


being habituated to Slavery have laſt their 


Spirit, and with that all Reliſh for Liberty. 
Julius and Auguſtus Cæſar, with all their 
Superiority of Genius and Power, | never 


thought it ſafe to ſtrike at the Forms of 


the Roman Conſtitution,  tho' the one fell a 
Sacrifice to that Spirit, which perhaps the 
Exiſtence of thoſe very Forms inſpir d; and 


the other lived in daily Diſquietude and 


Dread, from the Plots of the Nobility and 


r 


If ae I were to ſuppoſe, that 


Miniſter in Great Britain were arrived to 
ſuch Inſolence of Power, as to ſtrike at 
Forms, I muſt ſuppoſe the People of 
Great Britain to be more abſolutely and 
more urretrievably enſlaved” than ever the 
Romans were, or than the French are now : 
But, as I hope that this is far from being 
our Caſe, I am to preſume that ſome late 


Proceedings over the Kingdom, eſpeciallythe 


Violence uſed in the Election at Weſtminſter, 


was rather the Efforts of Faction, which 


tho' ſupported by Power, never would 


have 
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ba ye been uſed; had not the Authors appre- 


* 


hended their Caſe to have been deſperate. 
It is the Misfortune of this Country, 
that the Excellency of the Conſtitution 
tranfmitted by our great and wiſe An- 
ceſtors, is never ſo thoroughly underſtood, 
as by the Inconveniencies which every De- 
viatjon from it introduces, Formerly the fre- 
quent Return of the People's Right of elect- 


ing their Repreſentatives in Parliament, made 


it very dangerous, as well as very unpro- 
fitable, for any Candidate to employ Cor- 
ruption to procure himſelf to be choſen: 
The fame Inconveniency attended the Re- 


turning Officer, who, at the ſame Time 


was under very little Temptation to abuſe 
his Power, ſince a, Candidate for the little 


could not be ſuppoſed fooliſh enough to 
bribe up to the Price of his Indemnifica- 
tion, in caſe he were convicted of ſuch 
Abuſe. The Deviations made from this 
wiſe Inſtitution, by rendering Parliaments, 
Septennial, ſoon made it worth While for 
the Candidate to purchaſe a Place from 
the Electors, or, if that was impracticable, 
from the Returning Officer, upon whom 
the Penalty, in caſe of an Abuſe of his Of- 
fice, as the Law now ſtands, is not nearly. 
adequate to the Harm which ſuch Abuſe 


may 


( J ) 
may create. The Subject of theſe Pages i is 
a melancholy Proof of this Obſervation. 
Among the other numerous Bodies of 


Electors in the Nation, thoſe of the City and 


Liberty of Weſtminſter: are very much ſubject- 

ed to the Temptations of Power: Beſides its 
being the ordinary Seat of the Royal Reſi- 
dence, which neceſſarily occafions a 'vaſt 
Reſort of the Dependents upon Power, it 
is the Seat of very many publick Offices, 

which depend upon and have their Officers 
nominated by the Court: It is likewiſe the 
Reſidence of all the Members of Parlia- 


ment who vote for the Miniſter, of the 


three Regiments of Foot-Guards, whoſe 


Officers and Soldiers many of them are 


All this, beffdes the great In- 
tereſt among the Pariſh- Officers, which a 


Electors: 


hungry and expecting Clergy creates, have 


commonly made Męſiminſter to be look d 
upon as much devoted to the Adminiſtra- 


tion, as any NY in "we United King- 
doms. © 1 


Ttdiſcover'd anuncommon Degree of Vir- 


tue and Reſolution in the Independent In- 


habitants, to ſtruggle againſt ſo dead, ſo de- 
termined a Weight of Power. The Op- 


poſition was concerted and begun by a few 
private Gentlemen, who happened to have 


a better Opinion than ordinary of Man- 
kind, 


2 
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Find, and whoſe Stations gave them more 


Opportunities of knowing the Senſe of the 
Independent Part of the Electors, than 


they who move in the higher Spheres of 
Life could have: They therefore went up- 

on the following Preſumptions, vzz. That 

no Man would give his Voice againſt them, 
who was not an immediate Dependent up- 
on Power: That many, even of thoſe, 
would be glad to be excuſed: And that 
there was not a Man who was Indepen- 
dent and had a Vote, who would refuſe to 


ive it to Admiral Vernon and Mr. Edwin. 


At the ſame Time they did not forget, 


that it was poſſible their Friends might not 
be ſo early in their Attendance on the Poll 
as thoſe, who being paid for it, were as 
much in the Way of their Buſineſs there, 
as if they had been at Work in their Houſes 
or Shops: The only Dread therefore they 
were under was, as appears by their Ad- 
vertiſement publiſhed on the very Morning 


of the Day on which the Poll was ſhut up, 


that it would be cloſed before the Whole, 
or even one Half of their Intereſt was 
poll'd. This Apprehenſion aroſe partly 
from poſitive Information, that ſuch a De- 
ſign was on Foot, partly from the Behaviour 
of thoſe who were at the Head of the op- 
poſite Intereſt, who made it no Secret, 
that they would poll all their Numbers by 

Friday 


610 

Friday at Twelve o Clock; and that they 
had not then a Dozen more to poll in the 
whole Liberty. FG, FIDEL 

| Such were the prudential Confiderations 
of the Independent Electors, that gave them 
Encouragement to form this oſition: 
The Principles upon which it was carried 
on, were perhaps as agreeable to thoſe of 
the Conſtitution, as any ever diſcovered on 
a like Occaſion : They proceeded by no 
Cabal; they had no other Cement of their 
Party, but the Publick Good, which called 
aloud, that ſo numerous and ſo confiderable 
a Body of Electors, ought to have an Inde- 
123 and a Fair Repreſentation in Par- 

iament. No Man among them had any 
particular Perſon in theig View, they leav- 
ing the Nomination to the Free and Unin- 
fluenc'd Senſe of a general Meeting: At 
the general Meeting, a Gentleman was pre- 


ſent, who, I will venture to ſay, had never 


been thought upon by any Elector there 


preſent as a Candidate, and who never had 


any ſuch Thoughts himſelf ; his Character, 
his Conduct, his Principles, and Fortune to 
ſupport his Independency, were all enquir'd 
into, and all found unexceptionable: It was 
therefore propoſed to Ot kh in Nomina- 


tion with Admiral Vernon; the Propoſition 
was reliſh'd on all Hands; and to the im- 
mortal Honour of the Electors, the whole 
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was conducted without Caballing, without 
Paſſion, Animoſity, or Self: intereſt. 


A Conduct ſo open, and ſo perfectly 
eable to the Principles of Liberty, one 
ſhou'd have thought, might at leaſt have 


claim'd a little Regard from the oppoſite 
Party, ſince no private, no indirect Mea- 
ſures had been purſued, and no perſonal 
Perovocations had been offer d. But on the 
contrary, upon the firſt Day of Election, 
the Friends of Admiral Vernon and Mr. 
Eduin were treated with ſuch perſonal 
Scurrilities by the Re------g-Officer, the 
H. -h C-----:le, and their Followers, that 
tit appeared as if they had ſtudied how they 
might molt effectually create a Riot. The 
independent Inhabitants however werereſolv- 
ed to ſuffer any perſonal Affront, rather than 
by a Behaviour that at any other Time would 


have been juſtifiable, to have given any Han- 


dle to the Prejudice of the Common Cauſe. 


Upon the Morning of the Election, Mr. 
High C-— le, with a Sagacity peculiar 


to himſelf, ſummoned the Petty Con- 


ſtables, over whom his Poſt gives him ſome 
Influence, and told them, that he hoped 
they would all of them poll the firſt Day 
for Sundon and Wager: Thus, ſaid he, we 
ſhall run them aground the firſt Day, and 
knock them up. But leſt his Exhortations 
ſhould be ineffectual, he took Care to pro- 


B vide 
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vide them with proper Memorandums of 
what they were to expect, in caſe. they 

did not vote as he expected: For this Pur- 
poſe the following Bill was diſtributed to all 
the Petty Conſtables, which is of too curi- 
ous a, Nature to be ſuppreſs'd here. 


SIR, | 
I defire the Favour of you to meet ine at 
the Dog-Tavern in St. James's Market, To- 
morrow Morning, in order to proceed to poll 
for the Right 
and Sir Charles Wager. 


I am, SIR, 
Your humble Servant, 
A. RawLinsoN, High Conſtable. 
May 3. 1741. 


I ſhall make no Obſervations upon this 
Addreſs ; every Reader will be ready enough 
to ſuggeſt to himſelf the terrible Conſe- 
quences that muſt attend the Freedom of 
Elections, if the High Officers of the Peace, 


who onght to be impartial, ſhall fo far in- 


tereſt themſelves in Favour of one Party, as 
to make the Services done to it the Fountains 
of thoſe Rewards and Puniſhments, which 


onourable the Lord Sundon 
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z the Influence of their Office puts it in their 
Pcver to beſtow, 


But ſuch Practices did not ſtop here: He 


applied to the lower Rank, who were more 
numerous and more needy, more eaſily 


ſooth'd or intimidated, and confequently 


more proper for his Purpoſes. His Office - 


gave him, or he imagin'd that it gave him, 


2 Power to billet Soldiers in what Propor- 
tions he thought proper upon the Victual- 


lers: Thus in Effect it was in his Power to 
put in Execution a Penal Law, and that too 
of the ſevereſt Nature, upon the poorer 
Sort, againſt all who prov'd refractory, or 
would not abſolutely comply with his Dic- 
tates. This Power he exerciſed to the ut- 
moſt ; and 'tis to be fear'd too ſucceſsfully : 


_ He intimidated thoſe Victuallers and Publi- 


cans whom he ſuſpected, by threatning 
them with an additional Number of Sol- 
diers; and he actually put his Threats in 


Execution upon ſuch of them as had Spi- 


rit or Virtue enough to vote for Vernon and 
Edwin. 


1 ſhall take the Liberty to make one 
general Reflection upon this Conduct. The 
Inconſiſtency of a Standing Army with the 
Liberties of a People, has again and again 
been demonſtrated; but we may from this 
very Inſtance obſerve, that no Innovation 


can be introduced againſt the Spirit of a 
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Conſtitution, without introducing at the 


ſame Time numberleſs Inconveniencies im- 
poſſible to be foretold or foreſeen : A Body 
of regular Forces, always at the Direction 

and Devotion of a Miniſter, is of itſelf 
an intolerable Grievance to the People of 


Britain; but who could foreſee, that the 


very Right of quartering thoſe Forces ſhould 
ſome Time or other prove a Handle for 
overthrowing the moſt valuable Privileges 
of the moſt confiderable Body of Electors 
in the Nation ? Thus, from numberleſs 
Inſtances which may be brought, we may 
be ſenſible, that it is not only the apparent 
and the immediate Dangers which ariſe 
from an Unconſtitutional Meaſure, that 
are to be dreaded and guarded againſt, but 
it is impoſſible for any ſuch Meaſure to be 
agreed to, without its affecting the Liberty 
of the Subject by Conſequences which never 
can come under the Conſideration of the 
Legiſlature while it is depending. But to 
return to the more immediate Subject of 
LE l 

Upon Saturday, the 2d Day of May, 
(the Day appointed for the Election) the 
fame Perſon marched at the Head of the 
Petty-Conſtables and other publick Offi- 
cers within the City of Weſtminſter to the 
Houſes of the old Members, and eſcorted 
them to the Place of Election, where they 


Were 
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_ were attended with a numerous and riotous 
Body of Watermen and Sailors. When 
the Poll began, all the Avenues to the 
Place of Polling were beſet - i Orders 
of the two high Officers of the Place, 
and no Man was admitted by an eafy 
Acceſs without his previouſly declaring that 
he came to vote for Sundon and Wager. 
By this Means their Party had a double 
Advantage; firſt, by a great Number of 
Admiral Yernon's and Mr. Edwin's being 
bobliged to return without being polled at 
all on that Day; which they were forced 

to do in ſuch Numbers, that had all who 
even that Day been againſt the old Mem- 
bers. The ſecond Advantage they hereby 
obtained was, by their being able to poll a 


much larger Number for that Day than 
the others could do, even though double 
the Number in the Intereſt of Admiral 


Vernon and Mr. Edwin had attended, 


there being no Oath adminiſtred to the 


Pollers for that Day. For let us ſuppoſe 


that three thouſand had attended to be poll- 
ed for the old Members, and fix thouſand 
for the others, though both had had equal 
Acceſs to be polled at the Rails, yet it was 
impoſſible that above two thouſand of each 
Party could have been polled for the firſt 
Day, the Poll not beginning till towards 


twelve 
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twelve at Noon; therefore it is plain, that 


the Party who had Intereſt enough in the 
Returning-Officer to have the Preference 
of being polled; muſt have had the Majo- 
rity upon the Poll for that Day. Now the 
Friends of the old Members not only had 
a far more eaſy Acceſs to the Rails at 
which the Poll was taken, but they had a 
_ farther Advantage, which was to the Re- 
turning-Officer himſelf and his Subſtitutes, 


who polled Numbers who had Acceſs thro' 


the Church the firſt Day for the old Members, 
but few, if any, for the other Candidates: 

From theſe Conſiderations it muſt ap- 
pear to every thinking Man' extremely ab- 
ſurd to fix a certain Number of Days 
eight or ten, as the Friends of the ole 
Members inſiſted on, for finally cloſing 


the Poll, becauſe it is evident in ſuch a ; 
Caſe it would be in the Power of the Re. 


turning- Officer to return what Candidate 
he pleaſed, and yet keep himſelf out of 
the Reach of Law. This ſeems to have 
been pretty well underſtood upon the pre- 


ſent Occaſion ; for it is remarkable that the . 


Re g- Officer qualify d a certain Num- 
ber of his own Creatures to adminiſter the 
Oath both within and at the Rails, but ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to give ſuch a Power to 
the Inſpectors for the Intereſt of Mr. Ed- 
ain, By this Method the Pollers for = 
3 | 8 


i 


5 old Members had ſafe, ready, and conve- 
nient Diſpatch ; for they not only had the 


Preference in voting, which it was in the 
Breaſts of the Returning-Officer and his 


Subſtitutes to give without their being 
called to any Account, but of being polled 
without any trifling Delay. Had there- 
fore the Legiſlature fixt the Term of 

' fix Days for going through the Poll for 
Meſiminſier, in which there are at leaſt 
21000 Pollers, the Returning - Officer 
might very eaſily, by polling 7000 of the 
Party he favours, and only 6000 of the 
other Party, return the former, though 


perhaps out of all the 8ooo that remain 


unpoll'd, there may not be five hundred 
who would poll for the Candidates that 
| had thus obtained the Majority upon the 


whole. 
fl I have been the more full upon this 
Point, becauſe I think it deſerves = high- 


eſt Regard, and anſwers preciſely to the 
Caſe in View, The late Poll laſted but 
ſix Days, and thoſe not compleat : Had 


Y | the Pollers during that Time poured in 


every Moment upon the Inſpectors of the 


Poll, any Man who knows the Method of 


polling in Weſtminſter, and more eſpecially 
when attended with the Obſtructions 


| thrown in on the late Occaſion, muſt be 


ſenſible that not above 13000 could have 
PRIMA been 
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been polled during that Time. Now if 
one Party has Acceſs to a ſupernumerary 


Poll- Book, or four or five, at which the o- 
ther Party has Difficulty to come, as was in 
Effect the preſent Caſe, that Party who has 


ſuch Acceſs muſt poll a Majority during ſuch 


a Number of Days. 


Add to this, that there will hardly I be- 


lieve ever be a 9 of this Kind in 
Weſtminſter, in which the Conteſt will not 


lie betwixt IJntereſt and Principle. In 


ſuch a Struggle, the one Party may be 
compared to regular Forces, well paid, 


well fed, and ever obedient at the Word 
of Command, therefore they are at all 


Hours ready, and within Call to do Duty. 


The other Party is indeed no other than a 


Militia, taking the Field as their own 


Conveniency, and ſometimes the Whim, 


which influences their Principle, dictates ; 
and often, by their not underſtanding Diſ- 
cipline, each relies on the other, till by that 
Means the whole Duty is neglected. If 
any one ſhall make the Application of this 
to the Caſe of an Election of Members for 
Weſtmin/ter bounded within the Term of 
fix Days, it will be eaſy for him to deter- 
mine which of them has, during that Time, 
the beſt Chance of Succeſs. But on this 
Occaſion I muſt do ſo much Juſtice to the 


Independent Voters, as to own, that they _ 


proceeded 


TY bu 
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| : [ roceeded with an Alaerity and Readineſs 
| feldom to be found in a Body acting upon 


an uninfluenc'd Principle; and Hocwitk 


ſtanding the exact Diſcipline of their Anta- 


niſts, they muſt have remain'd Mafters 


of the Field, hid not their publick Spirit 


been defeated by the moſt infamous of all 


infamous Expedients. 

The Leaders in the Intereſt oppoſite to 

that of the Independent Electors, did not 

only exerciſe the Craft of their ſever -al Of- 
ces, but had Recourſe to the I:/olence of 
Peer. The Independent Electors having 
diſcovered a Spirit ſo new and unexpected, 
their Antagoniſts met with a cruel Diſap- 
pointment: Theſe laſt, conſcious that all 
the Majority they could poſſibly obtain the 

firſt Day might eaſily upon a fair Scrutiny 

be dif Kalt dd. no Gath 
1 ne a 

Party was then exhauſted, reſolved to 
© throw off the Mask of theſe few Appear- 
ances, which Men leſs intoxicated with 

Power wou'd have thought proper to pre- 
ſerve: Accordingly a regular Mob was 
hbir'd by the very Perſons whole Duty it 
chiefly was to have diffipated and prevent- 
dad every Appearance of Riot. This was 
done not in a ſneaking clandeſtine Man- 
ner, but publickly and avowedly: Emiſſa- 

5 ries were diſpateh'd to all the Haunts of 


being then admi- 
and that the Strength of their 
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Lewdneſs and Idleneſs ; theſe two Quali- 


ties were their ſtrongeſt Recommendat ons 


to the Paymaſters; a fair poſitive Agree- 
ment was made by the H-—- B 


in Perſon, that he would give them ſo 


much a Day, to ſome Half a Crown, to 
others TWO Shillings, according as they 
might merit. At the ſame Time he took 
Cate to arm them properly, and for that 
Purpoſe had provided a good handſome 
Collection of large Bludgeons and Sticks, 
theſe he had piled up in an Outhouſe of 
his own, to which he directed his Opera- 
tors to repair. He likewiſe ordered them 
Victuals and Drink, and then to obey the 
Directions of his Clerk. This Gentleman 
gave them their Orders with all the Cool- 
neſs of a Veteran Commander ; that they 
ſhould conceal their Arms under their 
Cloaths, till they ſaw a proper Opportuni- 
ty for uſing them, that they ſhould then 
fight and ſtand by one another ; and to do 
them Juſtice, hos acted. their Parts pretty 
exactly. For they did tand by one another, 
gave all the Obſtruction they could to thoſe 
Voters who were diſtinguiſhed by having 
Bills for Vernon and Edwin in their Hats, 


and thoſe who were reſolved not to be ob- 


ſtructed were fairly knock'd down. 


The other High Officer of the P ce 


compleated his Levies with equal Succels ; 


he 
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he engaged another Mob upon the ſame 
Deſign, and conſiſting of like Numbers 
and Agents. Theſe he paid upon the Sa- 
turday and Mond:y, but then reſigned his 
Command to a Superior, and perhaps the 
greateſt Genius for his Purpoſe in England, 
The Reader will be at no Lois to gueſs 
who this extraordinary Perſon is, when he 

* ſhall know that he is a proteſs'd Boxer, 
the moſt celebrated in his Time, and at 
\ preſent one of his Majeſty's menial Ser- 
- » vants. This Perſon acted like a prudent 
General, that is, with great Cauti n, but 
great Reſolution, For he took Care to 


arm himſelf with a Skull-Cap under his 
Hat and Wig, and not only gave his 
Forces their neceſſary Orders, but gave 
Proofs of his perſonal Courage by knock- 
ing down ſome of Vernon's and Edoin's 
Voters. As he is a Placeman, it cannot 


however be ſuſpected that all his Zeal was 


purcly diſintereſted, for he made his own 
Houle * their Rendezvous ; he had there 
an Opportunity to diſplay his Talents in his 


double Capacity of Boxer and Victualler. 


He inſtructed them in what they were to 
do, he ordered them in the firſt Place to 
take Ve; non's and Edwin's Bills out of the 
Hats of all who wore them ; ſecondly, if 


* An Alchouſe near St. James's Market. 
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any ſhould reſiſt, to knock them down ; and 
laſtly, to do ſomewhat to be talk'd of. The 


two firit Inſtructions were indeed very 


plain and very practicable, but the laſt has 


tomewhat in it ſo puzzling, ſo myſterious, 
and yet ſo wicked, that the World will 
not be at a great Loſs to conceive by whom 
it was originally dictated. The poor Fel- 
lows on the firſt Day punctually obſerved 
the plain Part of their Inſtructions, they 
knock'd down a good many for not being 
ready enough in obeying their Demand ; 
but when they wanted to execute the my- 


ſterious Part, they were quite at a Lofs, 
ſo they thought fit, rather than blunder, to 


let it alone. 

However, when they came to receive 
their Pay, it was not without being bit- 
terly upbraided by their Leader for not ha- 


ving done {omewhat to be talk'd of; and be- 


ing ſtrongly threaten'd with being caſhier'd 
if they did not next Day do ſomewhat to be 
talk'd of, the poor Wretches upon this 
held a Conſultation in what Manner the 

ſhould ſucceed in this. All they could 
make of their Leader's Meaning was, that 
they ſhould do ſomewhat more than barely 
knocking People down, in ſhort, that they 


ſhould do ſomewhat eminently wicked. 


At laſt, after long Puzzling, they concluded 
that the beſt Way to be zZalk'd of was, to 


let 


* 


Au 
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( 23) 
Jet the great Bar of the Wooden Rails, 
which encloſed the Place of Polling, fall 
down upon the Head of a Gentleman whu 
uſed to carry a Flag before the Voters for 
Vernon and Edwin, juſt as he ſhould en- 
ter the Rails. This was indeed an effec- 
tual Way of being talk'd of, for the Bar 
conſiſted of a large Beam of Wood, which 


required the Strength of two Men to lift, 
and had it fallen upon a Dragoon's Horſe 


it muſt have beat out his Brains. 

Such was the Conduct of thoſe Gentle- 
men who ought to have kept the Peace, 
while the other Party was every Moment 
in danger of being knock'd down BY Au- 
THORITY, it being eaſily to be proved that 
not under five hundred Men were hir'd for 
theſe wicked Purpoſes. For a Mob was 
not only brought trom the Streets and high 
Ways, but out of Garriſons and Barracks; 
for there was a Draught made by a certain 
4 arg Officer of a certain Number of 
Men from every Company lying in the 


Tower; theſe were diſguis'd in ordinary 
' Cloaths and headed by the ſaid Officer for 


the ſame Purpoſes. I am far from ſaying 
or imagining that any General Officer in his 
Majeſty's Service gave Order for this Duty, 
but that the Fact is as I have ſtated it will 
appear from ſeveral Affidavits. 

But 


. | 
But it was not ſufficient that all the A- 
bandon'd of one Element were rak'd toge- 
ther to be engaged in this worthy Under- 
taking; for on Tueſday the fifth of May, a 
Body of Sailors, or rather Fellows dreſſed in 
Sailor's Cloaths, appear'd in favour of the 
old Members, hollooing Sundon and Wager, 
and headed by a Sea-Officer, who after- 
wards came upon the Huſtings, and ſeemed 
perfectly well acquinted with his Lordſhip. 
There appear'd however, upon this Occa- 
ſion, a Slip in the Conduct of the principal 
Managers: For as their Mobs had been aſ- 
ſembled from all Corners, they happened 
not to be acquainted with one another, and 


for that Reaſon miſtook their Friends for 


Foes. This gave riſe to a dreadful Blunder; 

for when the Sailors arrived upon the Place 
of Action, imagining, from the general 
Cries in favour of the new Candidates, that 
every body prefent was their Foe, they 
knock'd down one or two of their Friends 
in the other two Mobs, who, finding them- 
ſelves thus attack'd, imagin'd the Sailors to 
be the Friends of the new Candidates, and 
return'd the Compliment very warmly, 
This brought on a general Engagement, 
which laſted fora few Minutes, and in which 
there was not a Man concern'd beſides thoſe 
who had either receiv'd Pay or Orders to 
act tuinultuouſly. However, by the pru- 
dent 


( 25.) 


: . dent Interpoſition of the Leaders, the Mi- 
ſtake was perceived, and they all became 
united in their common Cauſe. 


This was the only Appearance of a Riot 
during the whole Poll, and was entirely 


cwing to the Blunder I have mention'd. 
Perhaps it would be too ludicrous to men- 


tion ſuch an Incident upon this Occaſion 


were it not for two Reaſons; the firſt is, 
that the Fact, as I have related it, is 7 4 
| 4 


ported by the uninfluenced Affidavits of 

veral Perſons who muſt have had the beſt 
Opportunities of knowing the Truth. The 
ſecond Reaſon is, to obviate that Shadow of 
an Objection brought by the Friends of the 
old Members, as if a Diſturbance had hap- 
pened during the Poll; whereas, if there 
was any Diſturbance it was owning entirely 
to the Agents and Creatures of their own . 
Party. 8 | 
But the independent Inhabitants, ſupported 
by that Spirit which is inſeparable from a 
Juſt Cauſe and virtuous Motives, were not 


ſo eaſily diſcouraged: Tho' they behaved 


with Decency, yet they proceeded with Re- 


ſolution ; and when on the Tueſday Morn- 


ing the ſeveral Mobs being aſſembled diſco- 


ver'd their Bludgeons, and began according 
to their Inſtructions to handle them, the 
Petty Conſtables who were upon Duty at 
the Place of Polling, and the other Inhabi- 


s, 


(26) 

tants, juſtly alarin'd at ſuch à Violatiori of 
the Peace and the Freedom of Election, diſ- 
armed the Rioters; without any other Harm 
or Violence offer d them, than putting it 
out of their Power to execute the barbarous 
and arbitrary Orders of their Employers 
and Directors. The Bludgeons, to an in- 
eredible Quantity, and moſt of them of an 


unuſual Size, were deliver d to Mr. Ed- 


in's Friends, who were upon the Huſtings, 


and by them, to prevent farther Miſchief, 


depoſited in Covent-Garden Church ; from 
thence they were convey'd to a Gentle- 
man's Houſe in the Neighbout hood, where 

now lie until an Opportunity ſhall pre- 
ſent for fubmitting them to a proper Judi- 
eature. | 


| But theſe Schemes proving all of them 


thus ineffectual, and the Friends of Admi- 


ral Vernon and Mr. Edwin making every 
Day a more numerous Appearance, another 
Meaſure was concerted and put in Execu- 
tion. 
the Poll betwixt Mr. Edwin's Agent and the 
Returning Officer, that Cheque- books ſſiould 
be kept in behalf of the new Candidates: 
Accordingly ſuch Books were titled by 
Conſent and at the Inſpection of the Depu- 


ty 7 B — the ſeveral Clerks 
who were to attend at thoſt Cheque-books 


were 1 and they proceeded accord- 
ingly 


It had been agreed at the opening of 
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minſter. But this plain Conviction had no 
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* ingly from Saturday, the Time when the 
Poll began, to Y edneſday at Noon, tb 
take Names, Places of Abode, and Diſtinc- 


tions of the ſeveral Pollers, in the fame 


Manner as they were taken at the Poll- 
Books. But on Wedneſday about Noon, 
without the leaſt Abuſe being alledg'd or 


Reaſon aſſign'd, Mr. Edwin's Clerks were 


order'd by the R-———g-O----r to ſhut up 
their der pen e It was in vain that 
the Friends of the new Candidates repre- 
ſented the previous Agreement that had 


been made; the Neceſſity and Juſtice of 


their continuing to keep Cheque- books; 


and the Example of other Cities, particu- 
larly the City of London, the Poll for which 
was at that Time going on. Tothe firſt Rea- 


ſon no Anſwer was at all made; to the ſe- 
cond the Anfwer was, That he would 


anſwer for any Injuſtice In ANOTHER 


PLACE, but by G--d they ſhould not pro- 
ceed in that Manner any longer; and the 
third Reaſon was anſwer d by a downright 
Denial of the Fact. Upon which a Gen- 


tleman was at the Painsto go into the City, 
and to procure from the Sheriffs the Me- 
thod of their taking the Poll there, and the 
Form of their Cheque-books ; which ap- 
pear'd upon comparing both to be the very 
ſame with that obſerv'd in the Poll at Weſt- 


other 
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other Effect than to render the Orders to 1 
Mr. Eduin's Agent for the Clerks to ſhut 


their Cheque-books ſtill more npto 
with great Threatnings in caſe they 


ou'd 


82 on to take down another Name. But 


Ir. Eduin's Agent not thinking that the 
Orders communicated! to him was fufficient 
to warrant his doing a Thing that cou d 
have no other Meaning than to conceal the 
arbitrary Manner of taking the Poll, refuſed 
to give his Clerks any ſuch Orders, and 


they accordingly went on taking down the _ 


Names, as before 5 till the R------g-O----r 
himſelf went round, gave them Orders out 
of his own Mouth, and ſhut up ſome of 
their Books with his own Hand. 
. Such a Stretch of Power in one of the 
greateſt Cities in Britain deſerves ſome A- 
nimadverſion. The keeping Cheque-books 
was what never cou'd poſſibly affect the 
Intereſt of either Candidate, provided the 
Poll was fairly and honeſtly carried on, be- 
cuauſe theſe Cheque- Books can be no Evi- 
dence in caſe of a Scrutiny or a contravert- 
ed Election. Therefore if it cou'd have 
been ſuppoſed that Mr. Edwin's Friends 


had vitiated them, that cou'd have done no 


manner of Service to his Cauſe, fince it was 
by the Poll-books of the Returning-Officer 
that. the Scrutiny, had any been, muſt have 
been gone thro. The keeping Cheque-books 


was 
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was indeed of the utmoſt Conſequence to a 
fair carryi 


on the Poll, but it is abſolute- 
that the keeping them could 


ly i 


have — of the leaſt Diſſervice to the Re- 
turning Officer, or either of the Candidates. 
The Returning- Officer indeed hinted, and 
it was the only Reaſon he ſo much as hint- 


ed at for his Conduct, that if Mr. Edwin 
kept Cheque- books, his Clerks mult be de- 


privd of 4 Perquiſite by ſelling a Copy of 


their Poll-books to Mr. Ba. * to this 
it was anſwer d, that Mr. Eduin cou'd have 
no manner of Occaſion to buy a Copy of 
the Poll if the Election was not conttavert- 


add, and if it was, he muſt of Necellity pay 


bor a Copy of it to the High Bailiff, be- 


cauſe no other Poll-book, but one atteſted 


12 him as the Returning- Officer, cou'd 
de of any manner of Service to Mr: Edwin, 
either upon a nr gat or before the Houſe 
of Commons. 

I have only one Obſereation more to add 


upon' this Proceeding, and which will be 


ſufficient to prove the determin'd Obſtinacy 
with which this arbitrary Meaſure was un- 
dertaken and purſued. It was repreſented 
to the H. -h B ff, that as the Afflir of not 
allowing Cheque-books to be kept in behalf 
of the hew Candidates might come to be — 
Point in Law, it d 8 be high 

in him to take 15 * En 


115 
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This he ſubmitted to do, and, as Lam cre- 


dibly inform'd, the Opinion of the Coun- 
ſel upon the Circumſtances which attended 
the Caſe was, that he could not legally 
force the Clerks. of the Cheque books to 
give over taking any more Names. 

But, indeed, according to the Scheme 
that bad been laid down, and was then pur- 


ſuing, it ſoon appear'd that this ja 1 : 
Proceeding was but a neceſſary Precaution. 
I ſhall ſtate the Facts to the Reader, and I 


dare ſay they will ſpeak ſo ſtrongly for 


themſelves, x ha they need be attended with 


but few Reflections on my part. 
On the firſt Day of the Poll ſeveral. per- 


ſons, ſomè of Diſtinction, preſented them- 1 


ſelves to poll; one Gentleman being aſk'd 
where he liv'd, anſwer'd, in Somerſet- Houſe; 
he was poll'd, and gave his Voice forthe old 
Members. Another was aſk'd the ſame 
Queſtion, he too lived in Somerſæt- Houſe --- 
a third a fourth --- and a fifth preſented, 


who all liv'd in the ſame Place, were all 


poll'd, and all gave their Voices for the old 
Members. In ſhort, about fifteen that Af- 


ternoon, all living in the Dutchy of Lan- 


caſter, were poll d for the old Members, 
Mr. Ediin's Friends could have no Objec- 
tion againſt the Inhabitants of the Dutchy 
of Lancaſter being poll d; whether they 
had a Right to * or ae Was, — 
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Subject of Enquiry in Parliament. If they 
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of their's to determine. The R g-O-—x 
was then of Opinion that they had a Right, 
and admitted them to poll accordingly. But 
there was another Conſideration, which more 
immediately, in the preſent Caſe, affected 
the Intereſts of the new Candidates, and 
that was, whether ' two; thfee, four, or a 
dozen Perſons living within one Houſe, had 
each of them a ſeparate Right to poll. It 
has been generally imagin'd, and ] believe 
not without good Grounds, that the Quali- 
fication which entitled an Inhabitant to 
poll for Members of Parliament, was his 
paying Scot and Lot. Now it it ſhould 
once be eſtabliſn d as a Principle, that where 
there is a very large Houſe, every Perſon poſ- 
ſeſſing an Apartment in that Houſe has 
Right to vote, there can be no Objection a- 
mak every Lodger within the City having 

ich Right. This was-pteciſely the Caſe 
with regard to thoſe Gentlemen who. gave 
their Votes as inhabiting Samerſet-Houſe; 
for tho each Gentleman had perhaps à ſe- 
parate Dwelling within that Houſe, yet 
whether theſe: Dwellings can be conſider d 
as ſeparate Houſes, or only as Apartments of 
one Houſe,” may be one Day a very proper 


are to be conſider d as ſeparate Houſes, it 
ought then to appear that a ſeparate Scot 


and Lot is paid for each; if they are conſi- 


dered 


632) 


lie a very ſtrong Ob inſt the Poſ- 
ſeflor's Right of Polling, 4 25 "ons in 
that Caſe no other — Lodges. | 
It was ſaid, that the Crown paid the 
Pariſh Taxes, : and that therefore the Poſleſ- 
fors had a Right to poll: But to admit of 
that as a Qualification for polling might be 
attended with the worſt Conſequences; and 
the Houſe of Commons were io very ſenſi- 


ble of it, that Nov. i 5, 1680, they came to a 


Reſolution, '* That ne Servant belonging to 
the Court, not having a Houſe'of his on, 
* could vote for a Member of Parliament for 
* Mefmiuſter. This ſeems to be expreſs] 

levell'd againſt the Court creating a alt 
plicity of Votes, by quartermg. their Ser- 


vants in their own :Houles) of which they A 


have ſuch Plenty in Neminſler, that _ 
wou'd form a Borough of !themlelves, did 
they lis contiguous.” For befides\$2.Fames's, 
the. Stable-Yard, &c. there is the Mes, 
Scottand-Yard, Whitehall; the Savoy, So 
merſet- Houſe,” with ſeveral other Tene+ 
ments, all belonging to the Crown! If 
therefore that Branch of the Legiſſature 
wag ſo very jealous of the Power and In- 
fluence of the Court in the Reign of Charles 
the, Second, are we to imagine that at this 
Time they will loſe that Jealouſy, when the 
Tours and Property veſted in the Govern- 
ment 
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Leaving this however to a future De- 
termination, it phinly appear d from the 
N- Or admitting the Inhabitants 
of the Dutchy of Lancaſter to poll, eſpeci- 
ally after he had been inform d that they 
lived within the Dutchy, that he was of 
Opinion they had a Right: to vote. One 
ſhould. have thought, that by the fame 
Rule every other Perfon living in the ſame 
Dutchy had likewiſe a Right » But it ap- 
pear d quite otherwife, It ſoon appear d 
that it did not ſignify three Farthings where 
a Man lived, but how he voted, to entitle 
him to poll; for when a Multitude of ſub- 
ſtantial, creditable Houfe-keepers, all Iiv- 
ing within the fame Datchy, and with 
more unexceptionable Qualifications than 
any of thoſe who: had poll'd for Sundon and 
Wager, preſented themſelves to be polPd 
for Vernon and Edwin, they were every Man 
of them. refuſed. They were indeed told 
from the Huſtings, that if they would poll 
for the old Members their Voices ſhould be 
taken; but refuſing to comply, they were 
wtally, after cheir entering a formal Pro- 
teſt, rejected. 

If any intelligent Perſon ſhall conſider the 
Nature of Government in a free Coun- 


try, 


(34) be ſa 
try, he muſt be amaz d that this Conduct but 
did not immediately produce the very Ef- plica 
fect which one Party moſt wiſh'd for, viz. befo 


a Riot on the Part of the Friends of Mr. with 
Edwin, which might have given a plaufible mon 
Pretence for cloſing the Poll. For the In- in, 


habitants of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, tho Bod 
a great and a conſiderable Body, have this tend 
peculiar Circumſtance attending their Situ= Sing 
ation, that they cannot find that they are at 1 
all repreſented in Parliament, if they have no wh 
Right to vote for Members for W, eftminſter. La. 
Thus they are fo far, as they or indeed the Du 
World can judge, depriv d of that glorious adr 
Characteriſtic of the Engliſb Liberty, in be- of 
ing repreſented in Parliament. wi 
The lrefuſing to take their Votes, or auf. = ty. 
fering their Names to appear upon the Poll= — no 
book, compleated this Misfortune, ſince they — co! 
were thereby depriv'd of an Opportunity o ß Di 
having their Caſe laid before Parliament, be- mi 
cauſe, had their Names appear d upon the  _ 
Poll, the Houſe of Commons, while tze D 
Merits of the Election were N 5 

muſt, before the Legality of that had been 

determin'd, have determin'd their Right of _ R 
voting ; whereas in their preſent Cale the 
Houſe can take no regular Cogniſance of 
their Right, becauſe their Names not ap- 
pearing upon the Poll, their Caſe cannot 
come under their Conſideration. It may 
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be nid, that they have a Remedy at Law; 
but if any Perſon will conſider how com- 


plicated the Diſcuſſion of ſuch a Queſtion 


: before a Court in Weſtminſter-Hall muſt be, 


with thoſe Rights which the Houſe of Com- 
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mons have aſſerted to be inalienably veſted 
in, and as at were facred to their own ꝓ̃ 
Body, he muſt allow that it muſt be at- 
tended with Difficulties that I am unwill- 
ing here to expreſs or enter upon. 88 


I have one Conſideration more to add, 


while Jam upon the Votes ih the Dutchy of 


Lancaſter, and that is; that a Part of the 


Dutchy was at the Time of taking the Poll 
admitted by Gentlemen who were Friends 


of the old Members; and who could not be 
miſtaken in the Fact, to be within the Liber- 
ty of Weſtminſter ; yet notwithſtanding this, 
no Conſideration; even of perſonal Intereſt, 
could admit any Vote living within the 
Dutchy to be taken, but all were indiſcri- 
minately cut off. 3 | 
It was in vain that the Inhabitants of the 
Dutchy in general, who thought themſelves: 
Sufferers by this Conduct, repreſented, that 
they paid the Parſon and al the Church- 
Rates of the Pariſhes of St. Clement's, St. 
Mary le Strand, and St. Martin's in the 
Fields, three Pariſhes lying within the City 
and Liberty of Weſtminſter ; that they ſerve 
the Offices of Church-Wardens and Sca- 
E vengers 
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vengers for the Pariſhes in general, chat the 
are fineable if they refuſe, and that there is 


no Determination that they have not a 


Right to Poll for Weſtminſter. One ſhould 


have thought that a Magiſtrate, who had 
nothing in his Eye but to keep the Peace 
and to do Juſtice, wou'd have ſo far given 
way to theſe Repreſentations, as to have in- 


dulg'd them in receiving their Votes with a 


VERE. That Method could never have 
been liable to any Inconveniency, fince he 
had it in his Power to have diſqualify'd them 
upon a Scrutiny, had it been found that they 
had no Right to poll. At the fame time he 
might have had Leiſure to have fix'd thoſe 
Limits which-diſtinguiſh that part of the 


Dutchy which is in the Liberty, and whoſe | 


Right to poll never was diſputed, from that 


Part which is pretended to be os 5. T 
cannot however leave this Part of my Subject 


without doing the Juſtice to the R — g- 
O——r, as to own, that he promiſed to 
firike out the Names of thoſe who had 
poll'd out of the Dutchy. But whether 
this is any Satisfaction to the Inhabitants, or 
whether it does not do them a ſtill greater 
Injufy, 1s what 1 ſhall not pretend to Geter- 
mine. 

But this Treatment was not peboliat to 
the Inhabitants of the Dutchy of Lancaſter; 
there are ſeveral ſcatter'd Places, which tho 
they 
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bey lie ſeemingly remote from the Body of 
. the City of W eſtminſier, yet . have a Right 


ol Polling for Members of Parliament. For 
Inſtance, the Inhabitants of St. Martin's le 
Grand in the City, whoſe Right to poll 
Was never diſputed, and was on this very 
- Occaſion admitted; all Nuighits- Bridge, 


Kenfington-Gore, and a great Part of Ken- 


AY frngton, all which Places have an uncon- 
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travertable Right to poll, nor was their 
Diſtance from Covent-Garden Church ever 
thought any Objection. The Inhabitants 
of Turnmill-Street, and Cold-Bathb- Fields 


near Clerkenwell were of this Number, 


tho they lie nearer to the Place of Polling 
than either Knights-Bridge or St. Martin's 


le Grand. Their Right to Poll at Elections 


of Members for Weſtminſter never had been 
diſputed; Numbers are now alive who poll- 
ed. at former Elections, particularly one 
Man, who told a worthy Knight in Vest 
minſier; who was upon the Huſtings on the 
late Occaſion, that he had poll d out of 
Turnmill Street for his Honour's Father 
when a Candidate for Weſtminſter. A great 
Number of Warrants, directed to the Con- 
ſtables of that Place, as being within the 


Liberty of Weſtminſter, and there; was not 


a ſingle Circumſtance neceſſary to aſcertain 


their Right to poll that was wanting. Theſe 


Proofs were ſo ſtrong and convincing, that 
ER E 2 the 


in) 
the H---h- B----ﬀ at firſt had no ObjeQion 
to their Polling ; he thought indeed that no 
Part of Weſtminſter had been near Clerken- 
well; but he agreed that thoſe 4 . ſhould 


be poll d, provided a Qu. was affix d to their 
Names upon the Poll-Book. Accordingly 
fourteen or fifteen out of that Diviſion were 
poll'd ; but when a conſiderable Body came 
and detnanded to be poll'd, the R —g- 
O-— r' abſolutely refu ſed them, and or- 
der. d the Poll- Books to be ſhut up. 
This was the laſt Scene of the Farce; 
for it was on one Part no other : there Revo 
ing been a determin'd Retblition for ſome 
Days before to cloſe the Poll on that Day. 


That the Reader may have no Doubt of 


this, he will pleaſe to conſider the following 
Facts. As before obſerved, the ſeveral 
Mobs that were taken into pay, had their 
ſeparate Leaders appointed, and a formal 
Bargain was ſtruck, by which each Man 
was to receive ſo much a Day. This was 
punctually perform' d till the very Morning 
of the Day on which the Poll was to be 
finally clofed. On that Morning a general 
Rendevouz of all the Mob was order d, and 
they were formally diſbanded after being 
paid their Arrears. It is true, they did 


complain that a Stoppage of Sir. pence per 


Man had been made, and that they were 
treated a as a Pack of Scoundrels ; but this 
: 1 only 
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639) 
only ſerved to prove how frugal the Pay- 
Maſters were of the Public Money. This 
Reduction of the Forces being made on the 
Friday Morning, occaſion d an unparalleled 
and amazing Calm during that whole Day. 
Buſineſs went quietly on; no Inſult was 


offer'd to either Party; no Brawls, no 


knocking down. In ſhort, the Friends of 
Mr. Edwin began to compliment the Lead- 
ers of the other Party upon the good Order 
that had been taken, and to congratulate 
one another upon the Proſpect of a quiet 
and ſucceſsful Event of the Poll. This 
Calm continu'd till the -End of the Poll, 
which happen'd with the following Circum- 


ſtances attending it. 


It has been already obſerv'd, that the 
Friends of the new Candidates ſeldom made 
any conſiderable Appearance upon the Poll 
till towards Four or Five in the Afternoon, 


and the other Party generally out-poll'd 


them during the preceding Part of the Day. 
But on the laſt Day of the Poll they were 
fo totally exhauſted, that there was ſcarcely 
a Man poll'd for them during three Hours. 
On the other hand, the. Poll was beginning 
to go very briſkly forward for the new Can 
didates, and there was a Certainty of their 
out-polling the old Members upon the 
whole of the Poll, before Six o'clock, the 
uſual Time of ſhutting the Books for the 
104 . Day. 


(49) 
Day. About half an Hour after Three in the 
Afternoon, a conſiderable Body of the above 
Voters from Clerkenwell,” join'd by a large 
Number of otherVoters from St. Fames's, St. 
Martin's, and St, George's, Hanover-Square, 
appear d in Covent Garden; but before they 
had march'd half way up the Garden to- 
mounting upon a Form within the Huſt- 
ings, call'd out that E APPREHENDED 
4 Riot Was INTENDED, and ordering his 
Clerks immediately to ſhut their Poll- 
Books, he ran into the Veſtry with them 
nnn, Dunk wil) 
Had there been the leaſt Appearance of 
Riot, or any actual Diſturbance, had any 
Perſon been offering the leaſt Inſult or Out- 
rage either to the R------g-O--<-r or any 
of the Candidates at that Time, ſomewhat 
might be ſaid for this extraordinary Pro- 
 eceeding; but the Bedy of People who were 
_ advancing were all of them ſubſtantial 
Tradeſmen and Houſe-Keepers, and fo far 
from encouraging or committing any riot- 
ous Proceedings that they ſcarce uſed the 
common and legal Exclamations in favour 
of the Candidates for whom they were to 
vote. Nor could the H---h-B----f have 
known that they were to vote againſt the = 
old Members, had not a Flag been borne © 
before them, inſcrib'd with the Words 
. e Li- 
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ve LIBERTY and PROPERTY, Be that as it 

ge Will, it is certain that he order'd the Book 
Sf, to be ſhut two Hours and a Quarter before 
re, the uſual Time of cloſing the Poll for each 

ey Day. He afterwards pronounc'd the Poll 
o- to be finally cloſed, tho no legal Proclama- 
fl, tion had been made for that Purpoſe; tho” 
t- many were attending to be poll'd; tho' o- 

» thers had their Hands on the Book and ac- 

is tually were ſwearing, in order to be poll'd 

at that very Inſtant, and tho Mr. Edwin 
and his Friends formally, for the above, 

and many other Reaſons, proteſted againſt 

the Poll being cloſed. | _ 

Thus ſtood the Poll on Friday the 8th 
of May, at three Quarters after Three in 
the Afternoon, neither cloſed, nor open. 
Not cloſed, becauſe no Proclamation had* 
been made for that Purpoſe. The Procla- 
mation that was made, was by an old Fellow 
in a Corner, with ſo low a Voice that few 
cou'd hear it; and thoſe who did, are ready to 
make Oath that it was an Adjournment of 
the Poll till the uſual Time next Morning : 
Not open, becauſe no body was ſuffer'd to 
poll, Mean time Mr. Edwin and his 
Friends upon the Huſtings, thought it 
prudent to withdraw into the Church, be- 
ing apprehenſive of the Conſequences of an 
Inſult fo provoking to the whole Body of 
the Inhabitants, and unwilling to ſeem to 
give 
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6 | 5 
give any Countenance to any Proceedings FT 
that had the leaſt Tendency or Appear- Poll 
ance of breaking the Peace. They how- n 
ever went into the Veſtry; where the Re- na 5 
turning Officer and the Friends of the old 
Members were, and demanded that the Pol! 
ſhould be again open'd, which was abſo- < 
lutely refuſed. Finding their Endeavours * _ 
ineffectual, they retired from the Place of 
Polling, and gave up all farther Concern i in ' 9 
the Event. © 

Were theſe Pages defign d as a Vindica- Ws het 
tion of Mr. Edwin and his Friends only, 
what is already advanc'd would ſufficient- 5 
ly clear them from that ſcandalous Impu that 
tation of encouraging and abetting a Mob Nie 


during the Poll; but as they. are deſign d afte 
to ſet the Proceedings of perhaps the moſt ce 
numerous and powerful Body of Electors in | 43d 


the united Kingdoms in a true Light, it is 
neceſſary to purſue this Review farther, Int 
The Suſpenſe that the People were in, whe- 83 
ther the Poll was finally cloſed, or only ad- N 
journ' d for that Day, continu d for upwardds yp 
of an Hour. During that Time no Vio 
lence was either offer d or intended; and 
nothing was heard but the Voices of thoſe = 
who waited to be poll'd, and who thought © p 
themſelves injur'd by being detain'd ſo long . 
from their ſeveral Employments. But all 
of a ſudden a Meaſure was put in Execution, 
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Which put an End to all the Ceremony of a 


Poll, and to all Regard even for the unavail- 
ing Forms of the Britiſb Conſtitution. For 


1 all of a ſudden, by whoſe Orders or Ad- 


vice we ſhall not preſume to ſay, a Body of 


Foot-Guards, to the Number of ſixty or 


ſeventy, headed by two Officers, marched 


to Covent- Garden Church-Yard (within 


the Rails of which the Poll was taken) with 


Nei 


their Drums beating, and their Bayonets fixt 
on the Muzzels of their Muſkets; the 

there drew up; and their SA dcr , 
bat they came to murder every Man there, if 


they got Orders. Tt was under their Arms 
that the Poll was finally cloſed, and the old 
Members were declar'd duly elected. If 
after the final clgſing of the Poll any Inſults 


Were offer'd to the Perſon of a noble Can- 


didate, it muſt have been owing to the In- 
dignation of the People at ſo bare-fac'd an 
Inſult upon the Rights of Election and the 
Safety of their Perſons, and to their miſtaken 
Notions, as if that noble Perſon had ſome 
Way been the Occaſion of ſuch a Proceed- 
ing. But however that may be, it is cer- 
tain, that while the Election was depend- 
ing, and before the Soldiers came to the 
Place of Polling, or the Members were de- 
clar'd, there was not the leaſt Appearance 
of a Tumult, nor any manner of Inſult of- 

fer'd, 
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fe d, either to the Right Honourable Can- 1 


didate, or any of his Friends. 
Future Ages (when, it is to be hop'd, 
the Conſtitution of Great Britain ſhall re- 
vert to its firſt Principles) will have Dif- 
ficulty to believe that in one of the greateſt 
Cities in England, in a City fo immediate- 
ly under the Eye of the Legiſlature, fo pro- 
voking a Step as that of over-awing an E- 
lection by military Force ſhould be taken. 
It is with Dithdence that it obtains Credit 
even in the preſent Age; and the Friends 


of the happy Eſtabliſhment have Reaſon to 


be alarm'd at a Blow which, ſeems levell- 
ed not againſt one City only but againſt his 
Majeſty's Perſon and Government. It 
wou'd ſeem that the Authors, whoever they 
were, took great care to watch their Op- 
portunity. They knew that his Majeſty 
wou'd deteſt ſuch a Propoſal as they after- 
wards put in Execution, therefore they 
catch'd at the very Time when his Majeſty 
had been gone, for two Days, out of the 
Kingdom, before the Delegation of his 
Power upon the Regency took Place, and 
when by conſequence it was morally impoſ- 
ſible that the Account of their Proceedings 
eou'd reach his Ears time enough to prevent 


the Abuſe of that Military Power, of which 


his Majeſty is, by our Conſtitution, the Di- 


rector. His Majeſty's Inclination, his Inter- 
1 5 eſt, 
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eſt, and his Honour, had he been preſent, 


would have all equally co-operated to have 
prevented this Abuſe. His Inclination, in 
ſo far as in his own Perſon he has always 
diſcover'd himſelf to be the Father of his 


People: His Intereſt ; becauſe the very 


Tenure of his Government and Authority 


in this Nation is founded on his Subjects en- 
_- joying their Civil Rights; and his Honour 

never wou'd have ſuffer'd that great Power 
to be abuſed, with which the generous Con- 


fidence of this Nation has ſtrengthned his 
Hands. | | 1 | 
There are but few Inſtances wherein 
the Abuſes of Power has raiſed a more 
general and juſt Indignation, than this 
over-awing ſo great a City with Military 
Power. The City of London was ſo much 
alarm'd, that in their Inſtructions to their 
Members they have propoſed this as one of 
the many Grievances which attend the 
Eſtabliſhment of a Standing Army in time 
of Peace, in Words ſo expreſs and affect- 
ing, that it would be doing them an Injury 
not to repeat them here. After an Intro- 
duction, their firſt Inſtruction to their Mem- 
bers 1s : . 
As Standing Armies have ever been 
< eſteem'd burthenſome to the Subject and 
dangerous to Liberty, and as the maſt 
ſacred and valuable Privileges of Engli/h- 
5 4 Wu 


- 


1 


* men have lately ſuffer d the moſt outra- 
e geous Inſult — Violence of a neigh- 
bouring Election; where, after the moſt 
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Repreſentatives for the enſuing Parlia- 
ment, the Military Force was employ'd 
* to protect and ſupport the Returning- 
Officer, to the manifeſt Violation of Ju- 
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« which commands, 'That no Man by 
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of Elections: We molt earneſtly recom- 


A 


**, Oppoſition to all Standing Armies in 


cc 


«K 


Nation from a Calamity which has al- 
ready been fatal to the Liberties of every 
Kingdom round us, and which we at 
this day are beginning to feel. 


* 


cc 


0 
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The Grand Jury for the County of Mid- 
dleſex likewiſe preſented it as a Matter 
highly worthy the Cenſure of the Laws, in 
the following Terms: 

Midd! We the Grand Jury of and 
« for the Body of the County of Midaleſex, 
** do apprehend, that among the many 
©. Enormities and Offences committed a- 
*© againſt the Publick, none deſerve our 
4 Obſervation and Cenſure more than 


*© thoſe which tend to the Subyerſion of 


the 


unwarrantable and illegal Return of two 


- ſtice, and in open Violation of a Law, 
Force of Arms ſhall diſturb the Freedom 
mend, that by a conſtant and vigorous 


times of Peace, you wou'd preſerve this 


. 
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. « the antient Rights of the People to a free 


N 8 


Election of their Repreſentatives in Par- 


= 3 in whom they repoſe their un- 
„ doubted Share in ring Government, 'as 
well as conſtitute them Guardians of 


* their Liberties and Properties. For we 


& cannot but apprehend, that whenever 


« the People ſhall loſe the Right of E- 


ection, or which is the ſame thing, the 


“Freedom of Election, and be obliged to 
e chuſe their Repreſentatives — the 
e Awe, Dread, or Influence of any other 
© Power, thete muſt be an End of Parha-- 
« ments, or at leaſt the People” 8 Intereſt 
„ and Share therein. 


©. Wherefore being ſworn to enquire 1 
** our Sovereign Lord the King, and the 
Body of this County, we upon our Oaths 

<< preſent, that on Friday the eighth Day of 


May laſt, while the Election for Mem- 


e bers of Parliament for the City and Li- 


*© berty of Weſtminſter was depending, and 
& — the Declaration thereof was made, 
a Body of Foot-Guards or Soldiers, to 
* the number of fifty and upwards, head- 
« ed by Officers, FA in the Afternoon, 


in a military Manner march up near the 


Place of polling, which Practice may be 


of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, to 
4 5 the Liberties of the People, as cantrary 


/ 10 


— — 
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*« to Law, and a Reſtraint on the Freedom 
©: af Elections. £19: 
« We therefore being affected and a- 
e larm'd with a due Senſe and Dread of 
e ſo daring a Violation and Inſult on our 
« Freedom and Liberties, and the dange- 


* 


exerciſed in Civil Affairs, do recommend 
it to this honourable Court, to give ſuch 
<« Order and Direction for preventing and 
e diſcouraging the like heinous Offence for 
the future, as they ſhall judge moſt Pro- 
* per and convenient,” ; 


4 


* 


A 


4 


Such was the Opinion of this Grand Jury 
upon the Subject we are now conſidering. 


And indeed if any Confideration ought to 


alarm a free People, it is the Proſpect of 


having an abſolute End put to all that glo- 


rious Scheme of Government which has 
made this Iſland the Object of Wonder 
and Envy in every Nation round. What 
a * Noble Roman obſerves of his Country, 
may juſtly be applied to Great Britain, 
That it is not owing to any Excellency which 
the Inhabitants poſſeſs in a Degree ſuperior 


to their Neighbours, that we are a great 


and a powerful People, but to the Virtues 
of our Anceſtors, who have tranſmitted a 
* of Government to their Poſterity, 
b which 
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which ſecures their Property from the In- 
vaſion of Power. This Security is the Spur 
and Encouragement of Induſtry ; which is 
the Parent of that Wealth and Commerce 
by which our Naval Power 1s ſupported. 
But when the Independency of Parliaments 


is ſhaken, it is in vain to imagine that we 


ſhall be able any longer to enjoy thoſe im- 


portant Bleflings ; the ſame Force which 


found a way to ſubvert Pubic Liberty, will 
ſeize upon private Property. This is a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence, becauſe illegal Go- 
vernment cannot be otherwiſe ſupported; 


and if this ſhou'd ever be the Caſe, the 


People of Great Britain are in a more 
wretched Situation than almoſt any of their 
Neighbours. For in thoſe Countries where 
Arbitrary Power prevails, it is ſometimes 
thro' the Virtue of the Governors not felt; 
and where it is felt, the natural Riches and 
Plenty of the Country make it to be felt in 


a leſs Degree; but in Britain Induſtry 
mult periſh with Liberty; and if our In- 
duſtry is gone, we enjoy but few Advanta- 


ges either from the Climate, or Soil, to 
compenſate the Loſs. I wiſh we could fay, 


that the Liberty of the People of Great 


Britain is at preſent ſo unviolated, as to 
EN and cheriſh that Spirit of Induſtry 
ich our Manufactures and Commerce 

threw into our Hands that deciſive Weight 
in 
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in the general Syſtem of Power, which we Page 
enjoy'd before the Dread of Penal Laws imp 
and the Danger of numerous Standing Ar- Acc 
mies were known in this Country. We Pred 
may at leaſt venture to ſay, that the Con ing 
ſtitutional Liberty of the People has not the 
been ſtrengthened in proportion as the lega 
Crown has acquird Power; and that oft 
all the Acceſſion of Power which eve- _ by 
ry Penal Law and every Subſidiary Act Ap, 
has lately given to the Crown, has never fo 
been remunerated with one Act that can qu: 
communicate Strength and Security to thge all 
Liberties of the People. This is prov'd to WC 
a too melancholy Degree of Certainty, and by 
I am forry that the Proof of it is ſo inſe: to 
parably connected with my preſent Sub: an 
. e cen : 
; Tt may be expected, that I ſhould here 
give an Account of the Steps that have 81 
been taken to bring ſome of the moſt no- 80 
torious Offenders, mention'd in the above 
Pages, to Juſtice; but ſuch an Account is by 
no means conſiſtent with my preſent De- 
ſign, which is not to animate Profecutions 
againſt any particular Perſons; nay, if it 
had been poſſible to have anſwer'd the 
Ends propoſed in this Pamphlet without 
even an Infinuation of .the Feral of 
particular Offenders, no mention of them 
had been made. The Defign of theſe 
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Pages is in the firſt place to throw out this 


5 important Leſſon to the Publick, That the 


Accompliſhment of the moſt melancholy 
Predictions of the Conſequences of a Stand- 
ing Army is now come. In the Face of 
the Sun we have ſeen an arbitrary and il- 
legal Return of Members to repreſent one 


1 of 7 2 greateſt Cities in Britain, ſupported 
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1 a Body of Regular Forces with every 
Appearance of their being ready to proceed 
to Military Execution. We have ſeen the 
| ,quartering of theſe Soldiers enforc'd with 
all the Terrors of a Penal Law, to the 
worſt of Purpoſes, that of over-awing and 
byaſſing the Freedom of Election; and this 
too in a great City, the Seat of the K ing 
and the Legiſlature of Great Britain. Will 
the Friends of his Majeſty, will the Friends 
of the Conſtitution countenance ſuch a 
Step? No, the diſcountenancing it will be- 
come the Teſt of both; the abetting and 
protecting the Authors of it will become 
the Shibboleth of thoſe who are Enemies to 
both. Providence ſeems to have order'd it 
fo, that the Ruin of the Liberty of the City 
of Weſtminſter ſhould lie as a mighty Wreck 
full in the View of the new Parliament, to 


warn them of the Shelves, on which, if - 


not guarded againſt, themſelves and their 


Poſterity muſt one day ſplit. In this Light 
Gig, G the 
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the Reparation of the Injury which that 
City has fuffer'd is but a partial Good; the 
Conſequences may, and we hope will, be 
more general; it will give riſe to important 
Enquiries; whether the Penalty upon Re- 
turning-Officers in the Caſe of falſe Re- 
turns 1s adequate to the Heinouſneſs of the 


Offence ; whether by the Laws in being 


ſufficient Proviſions are made to puniſh the 
Abuſe of Military Power, tho' acting un- 
der the Sanction of Martial Law; and whe- 
ther Martial Law is not an Imperium in Ins 
perio, inconſiſtent with our Civil Rights, 
and, if it ſhou'd be wickedly exerciſed, de- 
ſtructive of them. It may give riſe to a 
Review of that important Point which was 
diſcuſs'd in a Parliament, wherein the Ma- 
jority were by no means the Friends of Li- 
berty upon the Revolution Scheme; I 
mean, whether the Electors have a Re- 
medy, and what; in caſe their Votes are 
refuſed. And whether even thoſe Electors, 
who have voted, ought not to have an Ac- 


tion for being depriv'd of the Enjoyment, 


even tho' they have the Exerciſe, of their 
Right. It is to the Diſcuſſion of theſe im- 
portant Points that this flagrant Abuſe of 
Civil and Military Power may lead; and tho' 


there is but very little Room to doubt that 


the enſuing Parliament will vacate the late 
DT Election 
* The Caſe of A) and 17hite. 4 
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ZZ Election of Members for Weftminfler, yet 
I may be allow'd to repeat it here, that the 
Nation in general mult be the Loſer if theſe 
Points are not ſettled. 


The other View 1 had in writing thoſe 


Pages, and with which I ſhall conclude, 
was, to exhort the independent Inhabi- 
tants of this great City, who have made 
ſo glorious. (Thope, ſo ſucceſsful) a Struggle 
to recover their Right of being repreſent- 


cd in Parliament by uncorrupted, unin- 


fluenced Repreſcntatives ; that they will 
encourage and cheriſh that noble Spirit; 
that they will perſevere in the Courle they 
have already begun; and above. all, that 
they will ſuffer no Arts of their declar'd, 
and no Suggeſtions of their private Ene- 
mies to divide them. The Unanimity with 
which they have hitherto acted has been 
great, and the Meaſures that have been 
taken to obtain Redreſs for their Injuries 


have juſtify'd the Choice which they made 


of thoſe Gentlemen into whoſe Hands 
they committed their Concerns. But you 
are to conſider, Gentlemen, that no Means 
will be left untry'd in caſe of a new F- 
lection, which even your Enemies ſeem now 
not to doubt of, to divide your Intereſts, 


and this Diviſion may defeat all thoſe. 


Ends for which you have been fo long, 
G 2 0 
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1 
ſo earneſtly contending. It muſt be your 
Unanimity that can baffle the Attempts 


of your Enemies, and thoſe of the Nation; 


and if you preſevre that, you may then 
have the Glory and the Satisfaction to 
point out to the new Parliament the Means 
of retrieving that Conſtitutional Inde- 
pendency, upon which all Public Happineſs 
is founded, and without which all Encreafe 
of Power inſtead of ſtrengthning muſt in- 
fallibly ruin this Nation. In this Struggle 
you cannot doubt of being ſupported by 


the Intereſt and the Purſe of every Man 


who wiſhes well to his Country ; for in 
the preſent Aſpect of Things, a Man who 
contributes to your Cauſe may be ſaid to 
give a little that he may fave all. You 
have another Motive -of Encouragement, 
which is, that I can with Pleaſure and 
from the beſt Authority inform you, that 
many Hundreds of thoſe who in the late 
Election voted and were active againſt 
you, do not confider this as a Struggle 
betwixt Candidates, but betwixt Liberty 
and Violence ; betwixt Law and Military 
Power; and have accordingly ſign'd your 
Petition to Parliament for rendering the 
Election void. 


In 
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In ſhort, the Queſtion depending upon 
your Application to Parliament, is, Wher 
ther the Members of the Legiſlature ought 
to be elected by his Majeſty's Foot- 
Guards ? Rs 
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T may be proper here to add a few 
Words with regard to the Proviſions 
made by Law againſt the Intervention of 
Military Power, which may ſet the Pro- 
ceedings on this Occaſion in a proper Light. 

In the Britz/h Conſtitution there is no 
Ingredient more eſſential than the Right 
which the People have to a fair Election. 
But this Right they never can enjoy unleſs 
they are ſecur'd in the Freedom of Voting. 
If the Electors either by Malice, by Me- 


naces, or by Force of Arms, any wile are 


diſturbed, the Common Law of England 


look'd upon the EleCtion as not being free. 
This was more expreſſly declar'd by a Law 
ſo early as the Third of Edward the Firſt, 


by which it was commanded, upon great 


Forfeiture, that no Man by Force of Arms, 
Malice, or Menace, ſhall diſturb any to 
mage free Election. This Statute, like all 
other Statutes by which the Subject ac- 
quir'd any Security for his Liberty and Pro- 

perty, 
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perty, was only declaratory of what Was 
in the Ancient Uſage, or the Common 


Law of England before that Time. It 


was upon this Law that all Bodies of Re- 
gular Forces lying or quarter'd in any City, 
Borough, Town, or Place where any Elec- 
tion of Members to ſerve in Parliament 


was appointed to be made, were obliged to 


remove and continue out of the ſame during 
the Time of ſuch Election. This Regulation 
however not being exactly complied with 
in ſeveral Inſtances, particularly during the 
Election of the Scotch Peers, in the Year 
1734, when it was look'd upon as over- 


awing the Freedom of Election when a 
Battalion was form'd to be under Arms a 
Mile from the Place of Election, a new 
Law was made. © 


By this Law, the Title of which is, An 
Act for regulating the Quartering of Sol- 


diers during the Time of the Election of 


Members to ſerve in Parliament, the Se- 
cretary of War, or the Perſon acting as 
ſuch, is to ſend proper Orders in Writing 
for removing Soldiers two Miles from 
the Place of Election, and this on Penalty 


of forfeiting his Office, and being thence- 
forth utterly diſabled and made incapable 


to hold any Office or Employment Civil 


or Military in the Service of the Crown. 


There 
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There is indeed in this Act a Proviſo that 
| excepts Weſtminſter, or other Place of Re- 
ſidence of the Royal Family; but we are 
to remark upon this Exception, = 

_ Firſt, That the Reaſon of the Excep tion 
is upon the Face of the Act expreſs d to be, 
For and in reſpect of the Guards of his Ma- 
jeſiy, his Heirs, and Succeſſors. 

Secondly, The fame Clauſe farther ex- 
plains this Exception to extend to ſuch 
Number of Guards only, as ſhall be at- 

tendant upon the Royal Family, 

From theſe two Conſiderations the fol- 
lowing Difficulties naturally occur. It ne- 
ver can be preſum'd, that the Exception 
to the Act was in order to leave the Mili- 

Power at Liberty to over-awe the 

Election of Members in Weſtminſter, or 

any other Place that at the Time of the 

Election may be honour'd with the 'Refi- | 7 

dence of his Majeſty, or any of the Royal c 
Family. Therefore the marching up a 
Body of Regular Forces to influence the |? 

Election in theſe Places is equally againſt 

the Intention and Meaning Y the Law, ass 

if the ſame Thing were done elſew here. 

The next Difficulty T have to mention 
is with regard to the Intention of the Ex- 
ception. It is plain it was intended only 

that the King or the Royal Family Salon 
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never be deſtitute of their proper Guards. 
As to what may in the Eye of the Law be 
conſtrued to be a proper Guard for his 
 Z Majeſty's Perſon, I ſhall not preſume to ſay; 


the Legiſlature cou'd only mean the Guards 


that daily mount and do Duty; otherwiſe 
the Exception never could have been re- 
ſtricted to ſuch Number of Troops or Sol- 
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diers ONLY as ſhall be Attendants as 
Guards to his Majeſty, his Heirs, or Succeſ= 


fors. And that there might remain no man- 


ner of Doubt that the Meaning of the Ex- 
ception could never comprehend thoſe Sol- 
diers who were not immediately upon Du- 
ty attending his Majeſty or the Royal Fa- 
mily, the latter Part of the Clauſe excepts 
Caſtles, Forts, or fortify'd Places ; but ex- 
preſsly reſtricts the Number of Soldiers 
that are ſuffer d to reſide in them during 


an Election to the Number of Troops or 


Soldiers ONLY of which the Garriſon is 
compoſed. This Reſtriction very clearly 
explains the other. The Safety and Deco- 
rum to be abſery'd about a Royal Perſon- 
age is to be provided for; and likewiſe the 
Security of a Garriſon ; but no Advantage 


ought'to be taken of theſe Exceptions, to 


call in Troops under Pretence of the Safe- 
ty of either the one or the other for Pur- 
H | poſn 
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poſes that are plainly deſtructive of the In- 
tention of this Law and the Independence, 


of Parliaments. 


* 


1 know it will be faid, that all the three 
Regiments of Foot-Guards and all the 


Horſe-Guards are underſtood to be At- 
tendant upon the Perſon of his Majeſty, or 
his Royal Family ; but this is what the 
Law of England never can nor does under- 
ſtand ; for in the Language of this or any 
other Law, all the Standing Forces in Great 
Britain are underſtood to be equally the 
Guards of his Majeſty, or his Royal Fa- 
mily, with the three Regiments of Foot- 
Guards; nor do I know any Law that 
underſtands them to be appropriated, more 
than any other Body of Troops, to the 
Safety and Honour of the Royal Family. 
If therefore the Exception were to com- 
prehend the three Regiments of Foot- 
Guards, it muſt likewiſe comprehend all 
the Standing Forces in the Kingdom, which 
wou'd be plainly repugnant to the Spirit and 
Tendency of the Act. 

It wou'd be the Height of Abſurdity to 
ſuppoſe, that the Reſidence of the Royal 
Family in We/tminſter, or any other Place, 
ſhou'd be a Detriment to that Place, or 
that the Inhabitants for that Reaſon ſhou'd 
be depriv'd of their Right of Election: 
| There- 
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the Place of Election not within the City 


1 
Therefore the Exception in this Act is only 
perſonal and local; it provides for the Safe- 
ty and Grandeur of the Royal Family, but 
affixes no Stigma or Diſadvantage upon the 
Place. Nay, I will venture to fay, that if 
neither his Majeſty nor any of the Royal 
Family were reſiding in Weſtminſter during 
an Election, it wou'd be abſolutely againſt 
the Spirit of this Act not to remove every 
Soldier of the Foot or Horſe-Guards, or 
any other Corps, from Weſtminfter, in the 


fame Manner as from any other Place, 


But there is ſtill a greater Difficulty re- 
maining, with regard to the Intention of 
this Act when compar'd with ſome Cir- 
cumſtances that happen'd during the late 
Election for Weſiminſter. If it was, as it 
certainly was, the Intention of the Act, 
that the Freedom of Elections ſhou'd be 


| ſecurd by removing the Army to a pro- 
per Diſtance during the Time of Election, 


except in the City and Liberty of Weſt- 
minſter, then it follows, that all the Forces 
which were quarter'd within the Space 


preſcribed by Parliament for their proper 


Diſtance, and not within Weſtminſter or 
its Liberty, were within the Meaning of 


the Act. Now I am credibly inform'd, 


that there were Places within two Miles of 


or 


—— —— 


ff EONS. 
or Liberty of Weſtminſter, nor any Place 
mention'd in the Exception to this Act, 
in which Soldiers were quarter'd and ly- 
ing at the Time of the Election for Weſt- 
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minſter. 
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